
Our Lady of Fair Haven 

Cathedral Parish 

 

Mass of Christian Burial* 

Funeral Mass / Services 

(A Guide) 

I am the Resurrection and the Life, says the Lord, 

whoever believes in me will never die.     - Jn 11:25 

 

 

 

* N.B.  Program Cover should read as above 
(not: Celebration of the life of…). 

O Lord, support us all the day long of this trou-

blous life, until shadows lengthen, and evening 

comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the 

fever of life is over, and our work is done.  Then, 

Lord, in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, a ho-

ly rest, and peace at last.      (Cardinal Newman) 



 

Prayer 

Lord, in our grief we turn to you.  Are you not the God of Love, 
always ready to hear our cries?  Listen to  our prayers for your 
servant  N. whom you have called out of this world; lead him/her 
to your Kingdom of light and peace and count him/her among 
the saints in glory.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  May they rest in peace. 
 

Church funerals are to be celebrated according to the 
norms of the liturgical books of the Catholic faith.  In these 
funeral rites, the Church prays for the spiritual support of 
the dead, it honours their bodies, and at the same time, it 
brings to the living the comfort of hope.  (Can. 1176  § 2) 

 

 

SOME QUESTIONS: 

What choices can I make? 

More than you think. Not only can you choose hymns but 
also scripture readings and prayers. 

How do I plan a funeral? 

Planning Guides are available which contain the choice of 
readings and prayers. 

Who can help me plan a funeral? 

 The priest, deacon, or other members of the parish commu-
nity will be happy to help. 

Can I have a poem or favourite song? 

No, not at the Funeral Mass/Service.  This may be done at 
the vigil or wake where the Eulogy is done and family and 
friends may freely give their experiences of the deceased. 

Can a stillborn baby have a funeral? 

Yes, the Church provides a special service within it collec-
tion of liturgies Order of Christian Funerals. It can also be 
adapted for parents who have suffered a miscarriage. 

What about cremation? Catholics  can be cremated. The 
Church encourages the bereaved to bury the ashes in a final 
resting place. 

 
For Choir and Music Contact:   Deacon Jeffers Paul – 275-4679 

                               Mr. Cedric Phillip – 448-2618 or 275-3096 
              Miss Leanne Christian — 225-5576 
Deacon Jeffers Paul   $100.00 
Miss Leanne Christian  $300.00 
Mr. Cedric Philip   $200.00 
Choir    $100.00 
1 song leader  $50.00  
 

For Ushers Contact: Annette Paul – 245-2150      
               Ushers $100.00 

On behalf of  Our Lady of Fair Haven Cathedral 

Parish, the Parish Priest and Bereavement 

Team extend deepest condolences to the family. 

1    Abide With Me    (#37) 
2    Alleluia, Give Thanks    (#15) 
3    Amazing Grace      (#17) 
4    Another Mountain 

5    Be Not Afraid     (#31) 
6    Because He Lives 

7    Blessed Assurance    (#35) 
8    Canticle of the Sun  

9     For You Are My God   (#86) 
10   Glorious God    (#96) 
11   God Gives His People Strength   (#102) 
12   God of  Mercy, God of Grace 

13   Going Home     (#110) 

14   Hail Redeemer, King Divine  (#121) 
15   Holy God, We Praise Thy Name (#135) 
16   How Great Thou Art    (#141) 

17   I am The Resurrection    (#149) 
18   I Place All My Trust In You   (#156) 
19   Into Your Hands   (#167) 
20   Jesus Christ is Risen Today    (#172) 
21   Just A Closer Walk    (#182) 
22  Keep In Mind     (# 184) 
23   Nearer My God to Thee  (#247) 
24   O God Our Help in Ages Past   (#257) 
25   O Lord Be Not Mindful  (#261) 
26   Pilgrim Song (Man in Lonely By Birth )  (#303) 
27   Precious Lord    (#310) 
28   Softly And Tenderly    (#333) 
29  The Strife is O’er the Battle Done (#394) 
30   Yahweh, I Know You Are Near   (#456) 
 

 

Communion: 

1    Come Let’s Share   (#55) 
2    I am The Bread of Life    (#148) 
3    Let Us Break Bread Together   (#195) 
4    Love Is His Word   (#220) 
5    O Bread of Heaven    (#252) 
6    One Bread, One Body    (#287) 
7    Song of the Young Prophet  (#349) 
8    Soul of Jesus Sanctify Me  (#331) 
9    To Be The Body   (#410) 
10  Where Charity and Love Prevail   (3442) 
 

 



before us and await the kingdom. Grant them an ever-
lasting home with your Son.   Lord, in your mercy ... ℟ Hear our prayer.  
 

Many people die by violence, war and famine each day. 
Show your mercy to those who suffer so unjustly these 
sins against your love, and gather them to the eternal 
kingdom of peace.  Lord, in your mercy ... ℟ Hear our prayer 
 

Those who trusted in the Lord now sleep in the Lord.  
Give refreshment, rest, and peace to all whose faith is 
known to you alone.  Lord, in your mercy ... ℟ Hear our prayer 
 

The family and friends of N. seek comfort and consola-
tion. Heal their pain and dispel the darkness and doubt 
that come from grief. Lord, in your mercy ... ℟ Hear our prayer.  
 

Presider:  Lord God, giver of peace and healer of souls, 
hear the prayers of the Redeemer, Jesus Christ, and the 
voices of your people, whose lives were purchased by the 
blood of the Lamb. Forgive the sins of all who sleep in 
Christ and grant them in a place in the kingdom. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord.  ℟ Amen  
 

Intercessions (Option 2) 
 

Celebrant:  Let us pray for our brother (sister) to our Lord 
Jesus Christ who said:  “I am the resurrection and the life. 
The Man who believes in me will live even if he dies, and 
every living person who puts his faith in me will never 
suffer eternal death.” 
 

Reader:  Lord, you wept at the death of Lazarus, your 
friend; comfort us in your sorrow.  We ask this is faith  ℟: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

You raised the dead to life: give N. eternal life. We ask 
this in faith ℟: Lord, hear our prayer  
 

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring 
N. to the joys of heaven. We ask this in faith  ℟: Lord, hear our prayer  
 

N. was washed clean in baptism and anointed with the 
oil of salvation; give him (her) fellowship with all your 
saints. We ask this in faith  ℟: Lord, hear our prayer  
 

N. was nourished with your body and blood; grant him 
(her) a place at the table in your heavenly kingdom.  We 
ask this in faith ℟: Lord, hear our prayer  
 

Comfort us in our sorrow at the death of our N.; let our 
faith be our consolation and eternal life our hope. We 
ask this in faith ℟ Lord, hear our prayer  

Suggested Hymns for Funeral Mass /Service 
(Hymn Numbers from MOC Hymnal) 

 

Catholic Funerals – A Guide 

  

Christians celebrate funeral rites to offer worship and 

thanksgiving to God, the author of all life. We pray for the 

deceased, and support the bereaved. The model for Catho-

lic funerals is the Easter journey of Jesus Christ from death 

to resurrection. This is why we are encouraged to celebrate 

the funeral in three stages: prayer vigil, funeral liturgy, and 

committal. Funeral practice varies considerably, and the 

Church provides several options from which we can choose 

freely. There is greater flexibility and involvement possible 

than we sometimes imagine. 

  

Why do Catholics pray for the dead? In the Second Book of 

Maccabees, Judas Maccabee orders his soldiers to offer  

sacrifices and prayers for their slain comrades. ’Therefore 
he made atonement for the dead, so that they be delivered 

from their sin.’ (12:46).  In Second Timothy (1:18), St. Paul 
prays for Onesiphorus who has died. We pray for the souls 

of the dead, that the God who is full of mercy and compas-

sion may forgive their sins and admit them into His Kingdom 

forever. 

 

Planning a Funeral 

Nine Nights 

These are the traditional prayers, lasting nine nights, which 

emphasize praying God’s mercy on the soul of the deceased.  
The parish provides support and shows care for the family 

in this way. The Bereavement Team stands ready to assist 

and be present nightly to lead the prayers. 

  

Prayer Vigil 

This is the principal rite celebrated between death and the 

funeral itself. It is the first stage of the farewell journey; its 

mood is one of quiet support which helps to prepare the 

bereaved for the final leave-taking. 

The Vigil or wake may be held in the home of the deceased, 

the funeral home, or in another suitable place. It may also 

be celebrated in church. The body of the deceased may be 

present, but this is not necessary. The form of the service is 

a simple Liturgy of the Word of God or Evening Prayer. 

Eulogies, tributes, songs and poems may be given in remem-

brance of the deceased. This service can be organized with 

the help of the Parish Priest/staff. 

 



Funeral Liturgy 

This is the main celebration of the Christian community 
for the deceased person. It is usually celebrated in the 
parish church where the local community gathers for 
the Sunday Eucharist. Two forms are possible: a funeral 
Mass, or a funeral liturgy outside Mass, where no priest 
is available. The Church encourages a Mass since the 
Eucharist remembers and celebrates Christ’s own death 
and resurrection.  However, while the Eucharist is our 
central liturgy, it is not always the best option for every 
funeral. To celebrate a funeral without Mass is a truly 
valid form of Catholic worship; especially where 

most attendees are not Catholic. 
 
There should be no eulogies, and the homily in partic-

ular must avoid the literary genre of funeral eulogy. 

READINGS, PRAYERS OR SOLO RENDITIONS MUST BE 

DONE ONLY BY MEMBERS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.  

(These are special ministries within the Catholic faith and non-

Catholics do not share in the ministry of the Catholic faith.)  

 

Committal 

The rite of committal usually follows on immediately 
from the funeral liturgy. This final act of leave-taking is 
celebrated at the graveside with the interring of the 

body, or ashes, sometime afterwards. 

While we are encouraged to celebrate a funeral over 
these three stages, for a variety of good reasons this 
model is not always possible or appropriate to the    
circumstances.  Many combinations of funeral rites are 
possible. The funeral may even comprise a single act of 

worship in the cemetery. 

 

Persons of another Christian denomination attending the funeral 
service may not believe in certain teachings, or may not relate 
to certain rituals conducted in the Catholic Church, but we would 
appreciate a display proper Christian behaviour by being     
respectful. 

 Chewing of gum is not permitted during any ceremony 
in the Catholic Church. Since this has become a very popu-
lar practice at funerals, we would like to draw this to the  
attention of all. 

 All cell phones must be switched off or on silent 
mode or vibrate. 

 
VIEWING IN THE CHURCH AT THE TIME AGREED BY THE 
FAMILY should be done with reverence and respect. Avoid 
using the viewing period as just another socializing event for 
meeting and greeting one another as this turns out to be very 
noisy and irreverent. 
 
A fee of $300. 00 to be paid before burial 

  his last        9 
 

6   Lk 7:11-17 Young man, I tell you to get up     7 
 

7   Lk 12:35-40 Stand ready       8 
 

8   Lk 23:33, 39-43    Today you will be with me in          
  paradise     11 
 

9   Lk 23:44-46, 50, 52-53, 24:1-6  or (shorter)  Lk 24:44- 

      46, 50, 52-53 Father, into your hands I commend  
  my spirit     10 
 

10  Lk 24:13-35  or (shorter)  Lk 24:13-16, 28-35    3 

  Was it not ordained that the Christ  
  should suffer and enter into his glory?  
 

11  Jn 5:24-29 Whoever listens to my words and     2
  believes has passed from death to life  
 

12  Jn 6:37-40 Whoever believes in the Son has eter
  nal life, and I shall raise him up on the 
  last day        4 
 

13  Jn 6:51-58 Anyone who eats this bread has eter
  nal life, and I shall raise him up on the 
  last day        6 
 

14  Jn 11:17-27  or (shorter) Jn 11:21-27 

  I am the resurrection and the life     7 
 

15  Jn 11:32-45 Lazarus, come out      3 
 

16  Jn 12:23-28  or (shorter)  Jn 12:23-26 

  If a wheat grain dies, it yields a rich  
  harvest      11 
 

17  Jn 14:1-6 There are many rooms in my Father’s 
  house        5 
 

18  Jn 17:24-26 I want them to be with me where  
  I am        4 
 

19  Jn 19:17-18, 25-30    Bowing his head he gave up his 
  spirit        7 

 

 

Intercessions (Option 1) 
 

Presider:  Brothers and sisters, Jesus Christ is risen from 
the dead and sits at the right hand of the Father, where 
he intercedes for his Church. Confident that God hears 
the voices of those who trust in the Lord Jesus, we join 
our prayers to his 
 

All Respond : Hear our prayer 
 

Reader: In baptism N. received the light of Christ. Scat-
ter the darkness now and lead him/her over the waters 
of death.   Lord in your mercy ...   ℟ Hear our prayer 
 

Our brother/ sister N. was nourished at the table of the 
Saviour. Welcome him/her into the halls of the heaven-
ly banquet.   Lord, in your mercy ... ℟ Hear our prayer 

Many friends and members of our families have gone 



1   cf. Mt 11:25  Blessed are you, Father, Lord of 

  heaven and earth; for revealing the  
  mysteries of the kingdom to mere  
  children 
 

2   Mt 25:34 Come, you whom my Father has  
  blessed, says the Lord; take for your 
  heritage the kingdom prepared for you
  since the foundation of the world 
 

3   Jn 3:16 God loved the world so much that we 
  gave his only Son; everyone who 

  believes in him has eternal life 
 

4   Jn 6:39 It is my Father’s will, says the Lord, 
  that I should lose nothing of all that 
  he has given to me, and that I should 
  raise it up on the last day 
 

5   Jn 6:40 It is my Father’s will, says the Lord,  
  that whoever believes in the Son shall 
  have eternal life, and that I shall raise 
  him up on the last day  
 

6   Jn 6:51-52 I am the living bread which has come 
  down from heaven, says the Lord.  
  Anyone who eats this bread will live 
  for ever  
 

7   Jn 11:25-26 I am the resurrection and the life, says 

  the Lord: whoever believes in me will 
  never die  
 

8   Phil 3:20 Our homeland is in heaven, and from 
  heaven comes the Saviour we are  
  waiting for, the Lord Jesus Christ  
 

9   Tim 2:11-12 If we have died with Christ, then we 
  shall live with him; if we hold firm,  
  then we shall reign with him  
 

10   Ap 1:5-6 Jesus Christ is the First-born from the 
  dead; to him be glory and power for  
  ever and ever. Amen  
 

11   Ap 14:13 Happy are those who die in the Lord! 
  Now they can rest for ever after their 
  work, since their good deeds go with 
  them  
 
 

Gospel (readings are paired with recommended 

Gospel Acclamation) 

1   Mt  5:1-12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward 
  will be great in heaven      2 
 

2   Mt 11:25-30 Come to me, and I will give you rest     1 
 

3   Mt 25:1-13 The bridegroom is here! Go out and  
  meet him       8 
 

4   Mt 25:31-46 Come, you whom my Father has  
  blessed        2 

5   Mk 15:22-29, 16:1-6  or (shorter) Mk 15:33-39 

  Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed  

   Order Of Mass 

Celebrant:  

Entrance Ceremony  (at Church Entrance) 

Entrance Hymn: 

First Reading: 

Lector:   

Responsorial Psalm:  

Second Reading: 

 Lector:  

Gospel Acclamation  

Gospel  

Homily  

Intercessions  

Reader (s)  

Offertory:  

Communion:  

Meditation:  

Closing Prayer  

Final Commendation  

Recessional Hymn:  

Graveside Hymns:   

Order Of Service 

Celebrant:  

Entrance Ceremony  (at Church Entrance) 

Entrance Hymn: 

First Reading: 

Lector:   

Responsorial Psalm:  

Second Reading: 

 Lector:  

Gospel Acclamation  

Gospel  

Homily  

Intercessions  

Reader (s)  

Congregational Song:  

Meditation:  

Closing Prayer  

Final Commendation  

Recessional Hymn:  

Graveside Hymns:  



THE FOLLOWING ARE SELECTED READINGS FOR FUNERALS 
  

  

First Reading [Each reading is paired with a recommended 

psalm] 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

From the Old Testament - Outside the Easter Season  

1   Job 19:1, 23-27     This I know: that my Avenger lives                
            -  Ps 26  
2   Wisdom 3:1-9  or  Wisdom 3:1-6, 9 (shorter)  
       He accepted them as a holocaust  
            -  Ps 114 

3   Wisdom 4:7-15    Untarnished life, this is ripe old age         
       -  Ps 22 r.4  
4   Isaiah 25:6-9        The Lord will destroy Death for ever       
       -  Ps 22 r.1  
5   Lam 3:17-26    It is good to wait in silence for the  
     Lord to save             -  Ps 24 

6   Daniel 12:1-3       Those who lie sleeping in the dust 
     will awake         -  Ps 41 

7   2 Mac 12:43-45   A fine noble action, in which he took 
     account of the resurrection    -  Ps 102  

 

From the New Testament In the Easter Season 

 1   Acts 10:34-43  or  Acts 10:34-36, 42-43  

    God has appointed him to judge  
    everyone, alive or dead        -  Ps 62  

2   Apoc 14:13   Happy are those who die in  the Lord!
            -  Ps 129 3   
Apoc 20:11 - 21:1    The dead are judged according to  
   what they had done in their lives       
           -  Ps 142  
4   Apoc 21:1-7  There will be no more death     -  Ps 121 

1   Ps 22 r.1 The Lord is my shepherd; there is 

   nothing I shall want 
 

2   Ps 22 r.4 If I should walk in the valley of 

  darkness no evil would I fear, for you 
  are there with me 
 

3 Ps 24:6-7, 17-18, 20-21 r.1 or 3 

  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul  
 

or  Those who hope in you, O Lord, shall 
  not be disappointed  
 

4   Ps 26:1, 4, 7-9, 13-14 r.1 or 12  

 The Lord is my light and my help 

or I am sure I shall see the Lord’s 

 goodness in the land of the living  
 

5 Ps 41:2, 3, 5 r.3     My soul is thirsting for God, the  
                     God of my life 

 

6   Ps 62:2-6, 8-9 r.2    For you my soul is thirsting O      Lord, 
my God 

7 Ps 102:8, 10, 13-18 r.8 

  The Lord is compassion and love 

or Ps 36:39 The salvation of the just comes 

 from the Lord 
 
8   Ps 114:5-6 I will walk in the presence of the Lord 

 in the Land of the living 

or  Ps 115:10-11, 15-16 r.114:9   Alleluia! 
 
9   Ps 121 r.1  I rejoiced when I heard them say:  ‘Let 
  us God’s house’ 
or cf. 1 Let us go to God’s house rejoicing 
 
10   Ps 129: r.1 Out of the depths, I cry to you, O Lord 

or cf. 5  I wait for the Lord, I count on his word 
 
11   Ps 142:1-2, 5-8, 10 r.1      Lord, listen to my prayer 

 
 

Second Reading from New Testament 
 

1   Romans 5:5-11  Having died to make us righteous, is 
  it likely that he would now fail to save 
  us from God’s anger  
 

2   Rom 5:17-21 However great the number of sins  
  committed, grace was even greater  
 

3   Rom 6:3-9  or (shorter)  Rom 6:3-4, 8-9 

  Let us live a new life 
 

4   Rom 8:14-23 We wait for our bodies to be set free 
 

5   Rom 8:32-35, 37-39     Nothing can come between us 
  and the love of Christ 
 

6   Rom 14:7-12 Alive or dead, we belong to the Lord 
 

7   1 Cor 15:20-28  or (shorter) 1 Cor 15:20-23 

  All men will be brought to life in  
  Christ 
 

8   1 Cor 15:5-57 Death is swallowed up in victory 
 

9   2 Cor 4:14- 5:1 Visible things last only for a time, but 
  the invisible are eternal 
 

10  2 Cor 5:1, 6-10   We have an everlasting home in  
  heaven 
 

11  Phil 3:20-21 He will transfigure these wretched  
  bodies of ours into copies of his  
  glorious body  
 

12  Th 4:13-18 We shall stay with the Lord forever  
 

13 2 Tim 2:8-13 If we die with him then we shall live 

 with him 
 

14 1 Jn 3:1-2 We shall see him as he really is 
 

15  1 Jn 3:14-16 We have passed out of death and into 
  life because we love our brothers 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Resources/OCF/Lectionary.shtml#Psalm


THE FOLLOWING ARE SELECTED READINGS FOR FUNERALS 
  

  

First Reading [Each reading is paired with a recommended 

psalm] 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

From the Old Testament - Outside the Easter Season  

1   Job 19:1, 23-27     This I know: that my Avenger lives                
            -  Ps 26  
2   Wisdom 3:1-9  or  Wisdom 3:1-6, 9 (shorter)  
       He accepted them as a holocaust  
            -  Ps 114 

3   Wisdom 4:7-15    Untarnished life, this is ripe old age         
       -  Ps 22 r.4  
4   Isaiah 25:6-9        The Lord will destroy Death for ever       
       -  Ps 22 r.1  
5   Lam 3:17-26    It is good to wait in silence for the  
     Lord to save             -  Ps 24 

6   Daniel 12:1-3       Those who lie sleeping in the dust 
     will awake         -  Ps 41 

7   2 Mac 12:43-45   A fine noble action, in which he took 
     account of the resurrection    -  Ps 102  

 

From the New Testament In the Easter Season 

 1   Acts 10:34-43  or  Acts 10:34-36, 42-43  

    God has appointed him to judge  
    everyone, alive or dead        -  Ps 62  

2   Apoc 14:13   Happy are those who die in  the Lord!
            -  Ps 129 3   
Apoc 20:11 - 21:1    The dead are judged according to  
   what they had done in their lives       
           -  Ps 142  
4   Apoc 21:1-7  There will be no more death     -  Ps 121 

1   Ps 22 r.1 The Lord is my shepherd; there is 

   nothing I shall want 
 

2   Ps 22 r.4 If I should walk in the valley of 

  darkness no evil would I fear, for you 
  are there with me 
 

3 Ps 24:6-7, 17-18, 20-21 r.1 or 3 

  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul  
 

or  Those who hope in you, O Lord, shall 
  not be disappointed  
 

4   Ps 26:1, 4, 7-9, 13-14 r.1 or 12  

 The Lord is my light and my help 

or I am sure I shall see the Lord’s 

 goodness in the land of the living  
 

5 Ps 41:2, 3, 5 r.3     My soul is thirsting for God, the  
                     God of my life 

 

6   Ps 62:2-6, 8-9 r.2    For you my soul is thirsting O      Lord, 
my God 

7 Ps 102:8, 10, 13-18 r.8 

  The Lord is compassion and love 

or Ps 36:39 The salvation of the just comes 

 from the Lord 
 
8   Ps 114:5-6 I will walk in the presence of the Lord 

 in the Land of the living 

or  Ps 115:10-11, 15-16 r.114:9   Alleluia! 
 
9   Ps 121 r.1  I rejoiced when I heard them say:  ‘Let 
  us God’s house’ 
or cf. 1 Let us go to God’s house rejoicing 
 
10   Ps 129: r.1 Out of the depths, I cry to you, O Lord 

or cf. 5  I wait for the Lord, I count on his word 
 
11   Ps 142:1-2, 5-8, 10 r.1      Lord, listen to my prayer 

 
 

Second Reading from New Testament 
 

1   Romans 5:5-11  Having died to make us righteous, is 
  it likely that he would now fail to save 
  us from God’s anger  
 

2   Rom 5:17-21 However great the number of sins  
  committed, grace was even greater  
 

3   Rom 6:3-9  or (shorter)  Rom 6:3-4, 8-9 

  Let us live a new life 
 

4   Rom 8:14-23 We wait for our bodies to be set free 
 

5   Rom 8:32-35, 37-39     Nothing can come between us 
  and the love of Christ 
 

6   Rom 14:7-12 Alive or dead, we belong to the Lord 
 

7   1 Cor 15:20-28  or (shorter) 1 Cor 15:20-23 

  All men will be brought to life in  
  Christ 
 

8   1 Cor 15:5-57 Death is swallowed up in victory 
 

9   2 Cor 4:14- 5:1 Visible things last only for a time, but 
  the invisible are eternal 
 

10  2 Cor 5:1, 6-10   We have an everlasting home in  
  heaven 
 

11  Phil 3:20-21 He will transfigure these wretched  
  bodies of ours into copies of his  
  glorious body  
 

12  Th 4:13-18 We shall stay with the Lord forever  
 

13 2 Tim 2:8-13 If we die with him then we shall live 

 with him 
 

14 1 Jn 3:1-2 We shall see him as he really is 
 

15  1 Jn 3:14-16 We have passed out of death and into 
  life because we love our brothers 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Resources/OCF/Lectionary.shtml#Psalm


1   cf. Mt 11:25  Blessed are you, Father, Lord of 

  heaven and earth; for revealing the  
  mysteries of the kingdom to mere  
  children 
 

2   Mt 25:34 Come, you whom my Father has  
  blessed, says the Lord; take for your 
  heritage the kingdom prepared for you
  since the foundation of the world 
 

3   Jn 3:16 God loved the world so much that we 
  gave his only Son; everyone who 

  believes in him has eternal life 
 

4   Jn 6:39 It is my Father’s will, says the Lord, 
  that I should lose nothing of all that 
  he has given to me, and that I should 
  raise it up on the last day 
 

5   Jn 6:40 It is my Father’s will, says the Lord,  
  that whoever believes in the Son shall 
  have eternal life, and that I shall raise 
  him up on the last day  
 

6   Jn 6:51-52 I am the living bread which has come 
  down from heaven, says the Lord.  
  Anyone who eats this bread will live 
  for ever  
 

7   Jn 11:25-26 I am the resurrection and the life, says 

  the Lord: whoever believes in me will 
  never die  
 

8   Phil 3:20 Our homeland is in heaven, and from 
  heaven comes the Saviour we are  
  waiting for, the Lord Jesus Christ  
 

9   Tim 2:11-12 If we have died with Christ, then we 
  shall live with him; if we hold firm,  
  then we shall reign with him  
 

10   Ap 1:5-6 Jesus Christ is the First-born from the 
  dead; to him be glory and power for  
  ever and ever. Amen  
 

11   Ap 14:13 Happy are those who die in the Lord! 
  Now they can rest for ever after their 
  work, since their good deeds go with 
  them  
 
 

Gospel (readings are paired with recommended 

Gospel Acclamation) 

1   Mt  5:1-12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward 
  will be great in heaven      2 
 

2   Mt 11:25-30 Come to me, and I will give you rest     1 
 

3   Mt 25:1-13 The bridegroom is here! Go out and  
  meet him       8 
 

4   Mt 25:31-46 Come, you whom my Father has  
  blessed        2 

5   Mk 15:22-29, 16:1-6  or (shorter) Mk 15:33-39 

  Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed  

   Order Of Mass 

Celebrant:  

Entrance Ceremony  (at Church Entrance) 

Entrance Hymn: 

First Reading: 

Lector:   

Responsorial Psalm:  

Second Reading: 

 Lector:  

Gospel Acclamation  

Gospel  

Homily  

Intercessions  

Reader (s)  

Offertory:  

Communion:  

Meditation:  

Closing Prayer  

Final Commendation  

Recessional Hymn:  

Graveside Hymns:   

Order Of Service 

Celebrant:  

Entrance Ceremony  (at Church Entrance) 

Entrance Hymn: 

First Reading: 

Lector:   

Responsorial Psalm:  

Second Reading: 

 Lector:  

Gospel Acclamation  

Gospel  

Homily  

Intercessions  

Reader (s)  

Congregational Song:  

Meditation:  

Closing Prayer  

Final Commendation  

Recessional Hymn:  

Graveside Hymns:  



Funeral Liturgy 

This is the main celebration of the Christian community 
for the deceased person. It is usually celebrated in the 
parish church where the local community gathers for 
the Sunday Eucharist. Two forms are possible: a funeral 
Mass, or a funeral liturgy outside Mass, where no priest 
is available. The Church encourages a Mass since the 
Eucharist remembers and celebrates Christ’s own death 
and resurrection.  However, while the Eucharist is our 
central liturgy, it is not always the best option for every 
funeral. To celebrate a funeral without Mass is a truly 
valid form of Catholic worship; especially where 

most attendees are not Catholic. 
 
There should be no eulogies, and the homily in partic-

ular must avoid the literary genre of funeral eulogy. 

READINGS, PRAYERS OR SOLO RENDITIONS MUST BE 

DONE ONLY BY MEMBERS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.  

(These are special ministries within the Catholic faith and non-

Catholics do not share in the ministry of the Catholic faith.)  

 

Committal 

The rite of committal usually follows on immediately 
from the funeral liturgy. This final act of leave-taking is 
celebrated at the graveside with the interring of the 

body, or ashes, sometime afterwards. 

While we are encouraged to celebrate a funeral over 
these three stages, for a variety of good reasons this 
model is not always possible or appropriate to the    
circumstances.  Many combinations of funeral rites are 
possible. The funeral may even comprise a single act of 

worship in the cemetery. 

 

Persons of another Christian denomination attending the funeral 
service may not believe in certain teachings, or may not relate 
to certain rituals conducted in the Catholic Church, but we would 
appreciate a display proper Christian behaviour by being     
respectful. 

 Chewing of gum is not permitted during any ceremony 
in the Catholic Church. Since this has become a very popu-
lar practice at funerals, we would like to draw this to the  
attention of all. 

 All cell phones must be switched off or on silent 
mode or vibrate. 

 
VIEWING IN THE CHURCH AT THE TIME AGREED BY THE 
FAMILY should be done with reverence and respect. Avoid 
using the viewing period as just another socializing event for 
meeting and greeting one another as this turns out to be very 
noisy and irreverent. 
 
A fee of $300. 00 to be paid before burial 

  his last        9 
 

6   Lk 7:11-17 Young man, I tell you to get up     7 
 

7   Lk 12:35-40 Stand ready       8 
 

8   Lk 23:33, 39-43    Today you will be with me in          
  paradise     11 
 

9   Lk 23:44-46, 50, 52-53, 24:1-6  or (shorter)  Lk 24:44- 

      46, 50, 52-53 Father, into your hands I commend  
  my spirit     10 
 

10  Lk 24:13-35  or (shorter)  Lk 24:13-16, 28-35    3 

  Was it not ordained that the Christ  
  should suffer and enter into his glory?  
 

11  Jn 5:24-29 Whoever listens to my words and     2
  believes has passed from death to life  
 

12  Jn 6:37-40 Whoever believes in the Son has eter
  nal life, and I shall raise him up on the 
  last day        4 
 

13  Jn 6:51-58 Anyone who eats this bread has eter
  nal life, and I shall raise him up on the 
  last day        6 
 

14  Jn 11:17-27  or (shorter) Jn 11:21-27 

  I am the resurrection and the life     7 
 

15  Jn 11:32-45 Lazarus, come out      3 
 

16  Jn 12:23-28  or (shorter)  Jn 12:23-26 

  If a wheat grain dies, it yields a rich  
  harvest      11 
 

17  Jn 14:1-6 There are many rooms in my Father’s 
  house        5 
 

18  Jn 17:24-26 I want them to be with me where  
  I am        4 
 

19  Jn 19:17-18, 25-30    Bowing his head he gave up his 
  spirit        7 

 

 

Intercessions (Option 1) 
 

Presider:  Brothers and sisters, Jesus Christ is risen from 
the dead and sits at the right hand of the Father, where 
he intercedes for his Church. Confident that God hears 
the voices of those who trust in the Lord Jesus, we join 
our prayers to his 
 

All Respond : Hear our prayer 
 

Reader: In baptism N. received the light of Christ. Scat-
ter the darkness now and lead him/her over the waters 
of death.   Lord in your mercy ...   ℟ Hear our prayer 
 

Our brother/ sister N. was nourished at the table of the 
Saviour. Welcome him/her into the halls of the heaven-
ly banquet.   Lord, in your mercy ... ℟ Hear our prayer 

Many friends and members of our families have gone 



before us and await the kingdom. Grant them an ever-
lasting home with your Son.   Lord, in your mercy ... ℟ Hear our prayer.  
 

Many people die by violence, war and famine each day. 
Show your mercy to those who suffer so unjustly these 
sins against your love, and gather them to the eternal 
kingdom of peace.  Lord, in your mercy ... ℟ Hear our prayer 
 

Those who trusted in the Lord now sleep in the Lord.  
Give refreshment, rest, and peace to all whose faith is 
known to you alone.  Lord, in your mercy ... ℟ Hear our prayer 
 

The family and friends of N. seek comfort and consola-
tion. Heal their pain and dispel the darkness and doubt 
that come from grief. Lord, in your mercy ... ℟ Hear our prayer.  
 

Presider:  Lord God, giver of peace and healer of souls, 
hear the prayers of the Redeemer, Jesus Christ, and the 
voices of your people, whose lives were purchased by the 
blood of the Lamb. Forgive the sins of all who sleep in 
Christ and grant them in a place in the kingdom. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord.  ℟ Amen  
 

Intercessions (Option 2) 
 

Celebrant:  Let us pray for our brother (sister) to our Lord 
Jesus Christ who said:  “I am the resurrection and the life. 
The Man who believes in me will live even if he dies, and 
every living person who puts his faith in me will never 
suffer eternal death.” 
 

Reader:  Lord, you wept at the death of Lazarus, your 
friend; comfort us in your sorrow.  We ask this is faith  ℟: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

You raised the dead to life: give N. eternal life. We ask 
this in faith ℟: Lord, hear our prayer  
 

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring 
N. to the joys of heaven. We ask this in faith  ℟: Lord, hear our prayer  
 

N. was washed clean in baptism and anointed with the 
oil of salvation; give him (her) fellowship with all your 
saints. We ask this in faith  ℟: Lord, hear our prayer  
 

N. was nourished with your body and blood; grant him 
(her) a place at the table in your heavenly kingdom.  We 
ask this in faith ℟: Lord, hear our prayer  
 

Comfort us in our sorrow at the death of our N.; let our 
faith be our consolation and eternal life our hope. We 
ask this in faith ℟ Lord, hear our prayer  

Suggested Hymns for Funeral Mass /Service 
(Hymn Numbers from MOC Hymnal) 

 

Catholic Funerals – A Guide 

  

Christians celebrate funeral rites to offer worship and 

thanksgiving to God, the author of all life. We pray for the 

deceased, and support the bereaved. The model for Catho-

lic funerals is the Easter journey of Jesus Christ from death 

to resurrection. This is why we are encouraged to celebrate 

the funeral in three stages: prayer vigil, funeral liturgy, and 

committal. Funeral practice varies considerably, and the 

Church provides several options from which we can choose 

freely. There is greater flexibility and involvement possible 

than we sometimes imagine. 

  

Why do Catholics pray for the dead? In the Second Book of 

Maccabees, Judas Maccabee orders his soldiers to offer  

sacrifices and prayers for their slain comrades. ’Therefore 
he made atonement for the dead, so that they be delivered 

from their sin.’ (12:46).  In Second Timothy (1:18), St. Paul 
prays for Onesiphorus who has died. We pray for the souls 

of the dead, that the God who is full of mercy and compas-

sion may forgive their sins and admit them into His Kingdom 

forever. 

 

Planning a Funeral 

Nine Nights 

These are the traditional prayers, lasting nine nights, which 

emphasize praying God’s mercy on the soul of the deceased.  
The parish provides support and shows care for the family 

in this way. The Bereavement Team stands ready to assist 

and be present nightly to lead the prayers. 

  

Prayer Vigil 

This is the principal rite celebrated between death and the 

funeral itself. It is the first stage of the farewell journey; its 

mood is one of quiet support which helps to prepare the 

bereaved for the final leave-taking. 

The Vigil or wake may be held in the home of the deceased, 

the funeral home, or in another suitable place. It may also 

be celebrated in church. The body of the deceased may be 

present, but this is not necessary. The form of the service is 

a simple Liturgy of the Word of God or Evening Prayer. 

Eulogies, tributes, songs and poems may be given in remem-

brance of the deceased. This service can be organized with 

the help of the Parish Priest/staff. 

 



 

Prayer 

Lord, in our grief we turn to you.  Are you not the God of Love, 
always ready to hear our cries?  Listen to  our prayers for your 
servant  N. whom you have called out of this world; lead him/her 
to your Kingdom of light and peace and count him/her among 
the saints in glory.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  May they rest in peace. 
 

Church funerals are to be celebrated according to the 
norms of the liturgical books of the Catholic faith.  In these 
funeral rites, the Church prays for the spiritual support of 
the dead, it honours their bodies, and at the same time, it 
brings to the living the comfort of hope.  (Can. 1176  § 2) 

 

 

SOME QUESTIONS: 

What choices can I make? 

More than you think. Not only can you choose hymns but 
also scripture readings and prayers. 

How do I plan a funeral? 

Planning Guides are available which contain the choice of 
readings and prayers. 

Who can help me plan a funeral? 

 The priest, deacon, or other members of the parish commu-
nity will be happy to help. 

Can I have a poem or favourite song? 

No, not at the Funeral Mass/Service.  This may be done at 
the vigil or wake where the Eulogy is done and family and 
friends may freely give their experiences of the deceased. 

Can a stillborn baby have a funeral? 

Yes, the Church provides a special service within it collec-
tion of liturgies Order of Christian Funerals. It can also be 
adapted for parents who have suffered a miscarriage. 

What about cremation? Catholics  can be cremated. The 
Church encourages the bereaved to bury the ashes in a final 
resting place. 

 
For Choir and Music Contact:   Deacon Jeffers Paul – 275-4679 

                               Mr. Cedric Phillip – 448-2618 or 275-3096 
              Miss Leanne Christian — 225-5576 
Deacon Jeffers Paul   $100.00 
Miss Leanne Christian  $300.00 
Mr. Cedric Philip   $200.00 
Choir    $100.00 
1 song leader  $50.00  
 

For Ushers Contact: Annette Paul – 245-2150      
               Ushers $100.00 

On behalf of  Our Lady of Fair Haven Cathedral 

Parish, the Parish Priest and Bereavement 

Team extend deepest condolences to the family. 

1    Abide With Me    (#37) 
2    Alleluia, Give Thanks    (#15) 
3    Amazing Grace      (#17) 
4    Another Mountain 

5    Be Not Afraid     (#31) 
6    Because He Lives 

7    Blessed Assurance    (#35) 
8    Canticle of the Sun  

9     For You Are My God   (#86) 
10   Glorious God    (#96) 
11   God Gives His People Strength   (#102) 
12   God of  Mercy, God of Grace 

13   Going Home     (#110) 

14   Hail Redeemer, King Divine  (#121) 
15   Holy God, We Praise Thy Name (#135) 
16   How Great Thou Art    (#141) 

17   I am The Resurrection    (#149) 
18   I Place All My Trust In You   (#156) 
19   Into Your Hands   (#167) 
20   Jesus Christ is Risen Today    (#172) 
21   Just A Closer Walk    (#182) 
22  Keep In Mind     (# 184) 
23   Nearer My God to Thee  (#247) 
24   O God Our Help in Ages Past   (#257) 
25   O Lord Be Not Mindful  (#261) 
26   Pilgrim Song (Man in Lonely By Birth )  (#303) 
27   Precious Lord    (#310) 
28   Softly And Tenderly    (#333) 
29  The Strife is O’er the Battle Done (#394) 
30   Yahweh, I Know You Are Near   (#456) 
 

 

Communion: 

1    Come Let’s Share   (#55) 
2    I am The Bread of Life    (#148) 
3    Let Us Break Bread Together   (#195) 
4    Love Is His Word   (#220) 
5    O Bread of Heaven    (#252) 
6    One Bread, One Body    (#287) 
7    Song of the Young Prophet  (#349) 
8    Soul of Jesus Sanctify Me  (#331) 
9    To Be The Body   (#410) 
10  Where Charity and Love Prevail   (3442) 
 

 



Our Lady of Fair Haven 

Cathedral Parish 

 

Mass of Christian Burial* 

Funeral Mass / Services 

(A Guide) 

I am the Resurrection and the Life, says the Lord, 

whoever believes in me will never die.     - Jn 11:25 

 

 

 

* N.B.  Program Cover should read as above 
(not: Celebration of the life of…). 

O Lord, support us all the day long of this trou-

blous life, until shadows lengthen, and evening 

comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the 

fever of life is over, and our work is done.  Then, 

Lord, in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, a ho-

ly rest, and peace at last.      (Cardinal Newman) 


